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Stand Descr iption: 
 
The sale consists of a 25 acre white pine hardwood stand east of White Road (town road) and south 
of Turnpike Road (WaSF).  The proposed sale area is part of the Warwick State Forest. 
 

White Pine Hardwood Stand: WH4A, 25 acres of good quality even age, 75-80 year old 
sawlog size white pine and associated hardwoods.  The stand was harvested in the early 90’s 
by the M.C.I Warwick Camp.  Crews conducted an intermediate cut in the form of a 
thinning removing low quality firewood and pulpwood which was used to heat the Warwick 
Prison Camp.  The FY 2008 proposed sale for the site is now a reproduction cut in the form 
of shelterwood preparation cut.  The purpose of the harvest is to remove undesirable and low 
quality understory tree species and to create good spacing in the desirable overstory canopy 
so that the stand can be regenerated.  The sale objective will be to maintain the present type 
until adequate reproduction of the same type is obtained naturally.  The soil type for the area 
is GxC (Gloucester extremely stony sandy loam).  This soil type is characterized by being a 
somewhat excessively drained soil type with a lot of surface stone.  The soil type is well 
suited to growing upland oaks and white pine which is the objective of the proposed 
silvicultural treatment.  The site has a southerly exposure and a relatively flat topography.  
The eastern edge of the sale follows along a feeder brook that originates in Stevens Swamp 
to the south and travels to Bass Swamp located north of the proposed sale area.   

 
 



Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Considerations: 
 
Aesthetic: Directional felling techniques will be utilized to fell designated trees away from White 
Road and Turnpike Road as well as the wetlands along the eastern boundary of the proposed sale 
area.  A 50 foot variable width buffer will be applied to wetland areas where no machinery will be 
allowed to travel and where no more than 50% of the basal area will be harvested. Slash will be 
treated in accordance with Chap. 132 regulations.  Main skid roads will be graded and stabilized as 
needed following the completion of harvest. 
 
Recreation: The area receives reasonably heavy recreational use in the fall and winter months by 
hunters, snowmobiles and cross country skiers.  Hiking is the most common recreational pursuit 
during the balance of the year.  The proposed sale will be sold as a “bare ground”  lot; therefore 
there will be no winter harvesting and minimal impact to the main recreational use of the area. It 
should be noted that existing trails are a direct result of past timber harvest and that these trails will 
be re-used; however as stated above, they will be graded and stabilized following completion of 
harvest so that they may return to being used as recreational trails in the future. 
 
Wildlife: The landing area is located along Turnpike Road at an existing opening created by 
previous sales in the area.  The general practice is to create large landings preferably off the main 
road which then serve as a permanent wildlife opening in the time between timber sales.  The 
landing / wildlife opening will now be re-used as a log landing and will be returned to use as a 
wildlife opening following the harvest.  As with all sales in the district, wildlife considerations will 
be implemented through the timber harvest.  Wetland habitat will be protected; live snags, where 
available, will be maintained within constraints of the law and an effort will be made to locate and 
protect live cavity trees to serve as replacements for snags lost through the harvest. The availability 
of browse and improved cover will be greatly increased within two to five years post harvest to the 
benefit of wildlife which will improve habitat in the area in general.   
 
 
Sale Layout: 
 
The sale area has an excellent network of logging roads that were created and used to access the site 
in the past.  Main access/skid roads will be designated to protect advanced reproduction and to 
minimize harvesting damage to crop trees.  The relative flatness of the lot lends itself well to an 
ease of access for the proposed sale. 
 
 
Silviculture: 
 
A reproduction harvest in the form of a shelterwood preparation cut will be utilized to remove 
approximately 40-50 percent of the overstory.  The better quality largest white pine, northern red 
oak as well as representatives of other associated hardwoods will be retained to provide a superior 
seed source to reproduce the stand.  Harvesting will take place in a carefully controlled manner to 
protect desirable crop trees; however ground scarification will be encouraged to provide a desirable 
seed bed.  Little or no difficulty is anticipated in regenerating the stand as the site conditions are 
favorable to the desired management objective. 
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